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FORWARI}

The purpose of this guide is to assist teachers in the organization and instruction of secondary art
classes in the Van Buren Community School District.

This guide provides direction for teachers of secondary afi and is adaptable for individual and
class needs. It is howevero important that teachers follow the suggested scope and sequence of
lesson content to ensure systematic and comprehensive instruction concepts and skifls.

This guide prepared by Mury Sederbwg, provides directions for instruction, which reflects a
sense of wonder, and appreciation for the gifts within and around us.



Code No. 100
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

The Board of Directors of the Van Buren Communiry School District is committed to the

operation of schools whose pu{pose is to serve by assisting each leamer develop into a matwe

individual and conhibuting member of society. The goals of education and the goals of

democracy are fundamentally the same. The board believes the nature of learning is a

continuous experience throughout the life of each individual. This experience is influenced by a

variety of factors including the environment surrounding the learner. The board also believes,

and recognizes, the nature of a learner requires an awareness of the unique needs of each

individual and the various stages of development essociated with growth. It is believed all have

the capability of learning given appropriate opportunity.

The Board of Directors recognizes the guardianship of public education is a trust and an

obligation. Consequently, the board believes that a desirable learning atrnosphsre must be

provided which includes the following: (l) Appropriate facilities; (2) Competent statr; (3)

Appropriate educational and instruetional rnaterials; (4) Assurance of safety; (5) Recognition of

individual dignity and worth; (6) A $cope of educational experiences to challenge each student;

and (7) Periodic review, revision, and evaluation.

The Board further believes the scope of educational experience should meet the needs of

varied leamers and include experiences that encompass the intellect and associated basic and

developmental skills, as well as aesthetic, physical, civic, social, vocational, multicultural, and

technological awareness.

Date of Adoption:

Date Reviewed;

Date Revised:

Mav 9. 1990

March 9.2005

November 8. 1995
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Code No. 100.2
EDUCATIONAL EQUITY POLICY

It is the policy of Van Bwen Community School Dishict to provide equal educational and
employment opportunities and not to illegally discriminate on the basis of sexo color,
national origin, religion, marital status, race, socioeconomic status or disability in its
educational programs, activities or its employment atrd personnel policies.

This district shall provide program activities, a curriculum and instructional resources
which will reflect the racial and cultural diversity present in the United States and the
variety of careers, roles and life styles open to both men and women in our society. One of
the objectives of the district's programs, curriculum, services and teaching strategies is to
reduce stereotyping and to eliminate bias on the basis of sex, rase, religion, marital status,
socioeconomic status, color, national origin and disability. The curriculum, programs and
services shall foster respect and appreciation for the cultural diversity found in our country
and an awareness of the rights, duties and responsibilities of each individual as a member
of a pluralistic society.

It is the policy of this district to affirmatively recruit women and men, members of diverse
raciaUethnic groups and persons with disabilities for job categories where they are
underrepresented. A fair and supportive environment will be provided for all students and
employees regardless of their sex, race, national origin, marital status, religion,
socioeconomic status, color or disability. Harassment or discriminatory behavior that
denies civil rights or access to equal educational opportunities including comments, name-
calling, physical conduct or other expressive behavior directed at an individual or group
that intentionally demeans the racs, color, national origin, sex, disability, socioeconomic
status, marital status or religion, made from one employee to another, from an employee to
a student or vice versa, and from one student to another creating an intimidating, hostile or
demeaning environment is a violation of this policy.

The board requires all persons, flgencies, vendors, contractors and other persons and
organizations doing business with or performing services for the school district to subscribe
to all applicable federal and state laws, executive orderso rules and regulations penaining to
contract compliance and equal opportunity.

Inquities regarding compliance of equity policies may be directed to the following:
Title IX - High School Principal; Title VI - Early Childhood Center Director; and Section
504 - Superintendent, Van Buren Jrl$r. High School, 503 Henry Street, Keosauqua, Iowa
52565,319-293-3334, to the Director of the lowa Civil Rights Commission, Des Moines,
Iowa, or to the Director of the Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Departrnent of Education,
Kansas City, Missouri.

The Affirmative Action Coordinator for the district shall be the Building
Principals/Superintendent. The Educational Equity Coordinator for the district will be the
Curriculum Director. Inquiries concerning a grievance procedure should be addressed to
either coordinator.

●
ん
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Federal and state regulations rer4uire that the non-discrimination poliry, the identity of the
designated local coordinator and notification ahout the existence of the grievance procedure he
disseminated to employees, students and parents on an annual or ongoing basis. This
notification must be included in major annual or general publications such as:

Stwdent Handboolrs School Newsletters Teacher Handhooks
Local Newspapers Employee (fit"fr) Handbooks Employment
Application Forms Registration Handhook Program Brochures & Puhlications
Agreement forms with lahor organizations and businesses which hold professional agreements
with the school or ilgency.

Legal Reference: 20 U.S.C. I22l et seq. (1994)
20 U.S.C. I68I et seq. (l,994)
20 U.S.C. I70I et seq. (1994)
29 U.S.C. 794 (1e94)
42 U.S.C. I2I0I et seq. (1994)
34 C.F.R. Pt. 100 U999)
34 C.F.R. Pt. r04 (r999)
Iowa Code 216.9; 256.1 1, .1 1A; 280.3 (2001)
281 I.A.C. I2

Cross Reference: 100.2 District Educational Equity Policy
402 StaffEducational Equity Policy
5i,6 Student Educational Equity Policy

Date of Adoption: Mav 9. 1990

Date of Review: March 8.2006

Date of Revision: April 12.2006



Chapter 12
GENERAL ACCREDITATION STANDARDS

PREAMBLE
The goal for the early childhood through twelffih grade educational system in lowa is to

improve the learning, achievement, and performance of all students so they become successful
members of a community and workforce. It is expected thflt each school and school district shall
continue to improve its educational system so that more students will increase their learning,
achievement, and perforrnance.

Accreditation foeuses on an ongoing school improvement proce$s for schools and school
districts. However, general accreditation standards are the minimum requirements that must be
met by an Iowa public school district to be accredited. A public school district that does not
maintain accreditation shall be merged, by the state board of education, with one or more
contiguous school districts as required by lowa Code subsection 256.1l(12). A nonpublic school
district that does not maintain accreditation shall be merged, by the state board of education, with
one or more contiguous school districts as required by Iowa Code subsection 256.I 1(12). A
nonpublic school must meet the general accreditation standards if it wishes to be designated as
ascredited for operation in lowa.

General accreditation standards are intended to firlfrll the state's responsibility for making
available an appropriate educational program that has high expectations for all students in lowa.
The accreditation standards en$ure that each child has access to an educational program that
meets the needs and abilities of the child regardless of race, coloro national origin, gender,
disability, religion, creed, marital stafuso geographic location, or socioeconomic background.

With local community input, school districts and accredited nonpublic schools shall
incorporate ac.csuntability for student achievement into comprehensive school improvement
plans designed increase the learning, achievement, and performance of all students. As
applicable, and to the extent possible, comprehensive school improvement plans shall
consolidate federal and state program goal setting, planning, and reporting requirements.
Provisions for multicultrual and gender fair education, technology integration, global education,
gifted and talented students, at-risk students, students with disabilities, and the professional
development of all staff shall be incorporated, as applicable, into the comprehensive school
improvement plan, See subrules 12.5(8) to 12.5(13),72.7(l), and 12.8(l).

DIVISION I
GENERAL STANDARI}S

281 -12.1(256) General Standards.
12.1(l) Schools and school districts governedby general accreditation standards. These

standards govem the accreditation of all prekindergarten, if offered, or kindergarten through
grade 12 school districts operated by public school corporations and the accreditation, if
requested, ofprekindergarten or kindergarten through grade 12 schools operated under nonpublic
auspices. Each school district shall take aJfirmative steps to integrate students in attendance
centers and courses. Schools an{ school districts shall collect and annually review district,
attendance center, and course enrollment data on the basis of race, national origin, gender, and
disability. Eqoul opporhrnity in programs shall be provided to all students rcgardless of race,
color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, or creed. Nothing in this rule shall be
construed as prohibiting any bona fide religious institution from imposing qualifications based
upon religion when such qualification are related to a bona fide religious purpose.



DIVISION V
EDUCATION PROGRAM

f2.5(4) Junior high program, grades 7 and L The following shall he taught in grades 7
and 8; English-language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, health, human growth and
development, physical education, musico visual art, family and consumer educ.ation, career
education, and technology education. lnstruction in the following area$ shall include the
contributions and perspectives of persons with disabilities, both men and women, and persons
from diverse racial and ethnic groups, and shall be designed to eliminate career and employment
stereotypes.

In implementing the junior high program standards, the following general curriculum
definitions shall be used.

h. Visual art. Same definition as in 12.5(i) "f " with the addition of using visual art as an
avocation or vocation. (i. Visual Art. Visual art instruction shall include perceiving,
comprehending, and evaluating the visual world; viewing and understanding the visual arts;
developing and communicating imaginative and inventive ideas; and making art.)

12.5(5) High school program, grades 9-12. In grades 9 through 12 a unit is a course or
equivalent related components or partial units taught throughout the academic year as defined in
subrule 12.5(18) The following shall be offered and taught as the minimum program: English-
language arts, six units; social sfudies, five units; mathematics, six units as specified in 12.5(5)
"c "; science, five units; health one unit; physical educationo one unit; fine artso three units;
foreign language, foru units; and vocational education, 12 units as specified 12.5(5) "r. "

In implementing the high school program standards, the following cuniculum standards shall
be used.

g. Fine arts (three units). Fine arts instruction shall include at least two of the following:
(l) Dance. Dance instruction shall encompass developing basic movement skills; elementary

movement concepts; study of dance fonns and dance heritage; participating in dance; and
evaluating dance as a creative art; and using dance as an avocation or vocation.

(2) Music. Music instruetion shall include skills, knowledge, and attitudes and the singing
and playing of music; listening to and using music; reading and writing music; recognizing the
value of the world's musical heritage; respecting individual musical aspirations and values;
preparing for consuming, performing: or composing: and using music as an avocation or
vocation.

(3) Theatre. Theatre instruction shall encompass developing the internal and extemal
resources used in the theahe process; creating theatre through artistic collaboration; relating
theatre to its social context; forming aesthetic judgments; and using theatre as an avocation or
vocation.

(4) Visual art. Visual art instruction shall include developing concepts and values
about nntural nnd created environments; critiquingworks of art; evaluating relationships
between nrt and societies; analyzing, ahstracting, and synthesizing visual forrns to express
ideas; making art; nnd using visual art as an avocation vocation,



ART PHILOSOPHY

The arts are unique languages and symbol systems for communicating ideas, feeling, and
different ways of knowing about oneself and the world. The arts engage the whole individual in
the acts of creating, performing and responding, involving the intellectual, the intuitive, the
emotional, and the physical being. The arts provide a record of civilization through diverse
cultural artifacts that reflect aspects of human through action, and experienceo and assist students
in making connections across subject matter. Importantly, the arts develop essential workplace
qualities of teamwork, collaboration, flexibility, and appreciation and respect for other's ideas
and personal expressions. The richness of each of the arts disciplines and its contribution to
thinking and learning demand that every student have access to the knowledge, skill, and
understanding of art education.

Art education is a very important part of the total curriculum. The Van Buren Art
Program is designed to give each student learning in the key areas of:

I. the act of invention and imagination

2. the ability to perceive, analyze and make informed judgments

3. the application of perceptual, intellectual, expressive, and technical skills

4. the ability to apply knowledge of personal, social, cultural, and historical, contexts to a
task.

developing aesthetic awareness

developing an awarensss of cultural and multicultural diversity

understanding and appreciating the works of others

technology in the arts

The overall aim is to promote each student's development so that he/she is not only
proficient in measurable skills and knowledge but also a resourceful and creative individual in
today's society.

5.

6.

7.

8.



ART RATIONALE

Art education is a value to the Van Buren Community School Dishict in several ways. It can
foster an appreciation for different art media, artistic style, and forms of expression" It can help
prepare an individual in critical thinking and problem-solving skills, assist students in making
wise choices, ssrves as an outlet for self expressiono and feed the creativity of the human spirit.
It provides expressional outlets in which individuals need to attain a healthy sense of emotional
and mental fulfillment.

All students need at least enough art education to help them develop a feeling aesthetic
responsibility. Every student should be subject to forms of art to develop zurd appreciation for
othsrso themselves, and the world around them. We dare not neglect this facet of their education.

A good visual arts program literally helps children to o'see" the world around them with new
rurderstanding and insight, which leads to increased personal responsibility and a positive
attifude. The ability to communicate through the arts, both as a producer of art and a consumer
of art is as vital as the ability to spell or count.

The aim of good arts education program must be to produce students as well education the arts as
they are in mathematics, science, and other academic subjects.



STANDARDS AND BENCHMARKS
7.I2 ART

STANDARD 1: Understands and applies media, techniques and processes relnted to visual arts.
Benchmarks:

l. Students will apply media, techniques, and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitiviry
and carry them out in their own artwork.

2. Students will conceive and create works of visual art that demonstrate an understanding of how the
communications of their ideas related to the media, techniques and processes they use.

STANDARD 2: Using knowledge of structures and functions.
Benchmarks:

L Demonstrate the ability to form and defend judgments about the characteristics and structures to
accomplish commercial, personal, communal, or other purposes of art.

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of artworks in terms of organizational structures and functions.
3. Create artworks that use organizational principles and functions to solve specific visual arts

problems.

STANDARI) 3: Choositrg and evaluating a rnnge of subject matter, symbols and ideas.
Benchmarks:

I. Reflect on how artworks differ visually, spatially, temporally, and functionally, and describe how
these are related to history and culture.

2. Apply subjects, symbols, and ideas in their artworks and use the skills gained to solve problems in
daily life.

STANDARD 4: Under-standing the visual arh in relntion to history and culture.
Benchmnrksl

1 . Differentiate among a variety of historical and cultural contexts in terms of characteristics and
purposes of works or art.

2. Describe the function and explore the meaning of specific art objects within varied cultures, times
and places.

3. Analyze relationships of works of art to one another in terrrrs of history, aesthetics, and culture,
justifuing conclusions made in the analysis and using such conclusions to inform their own art
making.

STANDARI) 5l Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics end merits of their work and the
work of otherr.
Benchmarksl

l. Identift intentions of those creating artworks, explore the implications of various purposes, and
justifu their analyses of purposes in particular works.

2. Describe meanings of artworks by analyzing how specific works are created and how they relate
to historical and cultural contexts.

3. Reflect analytically on various interpretations as a means for understanding and evaluating works
ofvisual arts.

STANIIARD 6: Making connections between visual arts and other discip-lines.
Benchmarks:

L Compare the materials, technologies, media, and processes of the visual arts with those of other
arts disciplines as they are used in creation and types of analysis.

2. Compare characteristics of visual arts within a particular historical period or style with ideas,
issues, or themes in the humanities or sciences.

10
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